Name: _________________________
 
Three Branches of Government
REVIEW
 
1. What are the three branches of government?
 Legislative Branch, Judicial Branch, Executive Branch
 
2. Give two examples of how checks and balances are used between the three branches:
1. President can veto bills passed by Congress. 

2. Congress can overturn a veto with a 2/3rds majority vote.

3. Presidential appointments/nominations must be approved by the Senate.

4. Impeachment.

5. Judicial branch can declare laws that are passed by congress to be unconstitutional.
 
 
3. Fill in the table below
	Branch of Government
	Legislative
	Executive
	Judicial

	What is the main Duty of this branch?
 
	  To make laws
	 To enforce laws
	  To interpret and apply laws.

	Who (or what) is in this branch?
 
(i.e. The U.S. Supreme Court and the lesser courts are in the Judicial Branch).
	· House of Representatives 
· Senate
	· The President
· The Vice President

· The President’s Cabinet.
	· The U.S. Supreme Court 
· The lesser courts.


 
 
Legislative Branch
 
1. How many people are in the Senate and how many people are in the House of Representatives?
 Senate: 100 (2 per state)     House of Representatives: 435 (divided based on states population)
 
2. Which article of the U.S. Constitution says that congress shall consist of a Senate and a House of Representatives? Article I
 
3. The number of representatives that each state gets in the House of Representatives is based on the state’s ___________population________________.
4. Who is the presiding officer of the Senate? The President of the Senate who is also the Vice President of the U.S.
5. Who is the presiding officer of the House of Representatives? The Speaker of the House 
 

6. The following seven steps cover the process for how a bill passes through the House of Representatives to become a law. Fill in the blanks (8 total blanks) for each step.       

STEP 1.   An _____idea__________ for a bill is recommended.  

STEP 2.   Someone in Congress _______introduce___________ the bill. 

STEP 3.   The bill goes to the _____committees and subcommittees______, or smaller groups, who can recommend the bill to the entire House of Representatives, pigeonhole, amend it or reject it.      

STEP 4.   The entire House of Representatives __votes___ on the bill. If does not get a majority vote, the bill does not go on. 

STEP 5.   The bill goes to the ____Senate_ (and goes through the same process as it did in the House of Representatives).  

STEP 6.  Once it passes both houses in Congress, the bill goes to the __President_ who can approve the bill, veto it, pocket veto it, or wait 10 days and it becomes law if Congress is still in session. 

STEP 7.   If the President vetoes the bill or asks for changes to the bill, it goes back to ___Congress_. Congress can override a veto with a __2/3rds_ majority vote.
 
7. What is the term used for the tactic of “talking a bill to death” in the Senate in order to block it from going through?
 Filibuster
 
The Executive Branch
 
1. As part of his job, the president must play many roles as chief or leader. Give an example of a task the president would perform when carrying out each of these roles:
 
	Role
	Example of a job or task in this role:

	Chief of State
 
	· Represents America at special events or occasions (ceremonial head of the country)
· Welcomes foreign dignitaries


	Chief Executive
 
	· Enforces federal laws
· Gives Executive orders
· Appoints judges and cabinet members

	Chief Administrator
 
	· Employs federal government workers.
· Balances the federal budget

	Chief Diplomat
 
	· Appoints ambassadors 
· In charge of foreign policy
· Negotiates treaties

	Commander in Chief
 
	· Authority over military


	Chief Legislator
 
	· Veto bills
· Calls special sessions of Congress

	Head of Political Party
 
	· Political patronage (heads/supports the goals of the party and the party platform)


	Chief Citizen
 
	· Represents the people of the U.S.



 
2. How many Executive Departments are there?
 15
 
3. List three Executive Departments and give an example of one of the main functions of each department.
· State Department – Advises the President on foreign policy
· Department of Treasury – Coins (makes) money

· Department of Defense – Provides military forces.

· Dept. of Justice – Enforces federal laws
 
4. The president nominates people to be the Executive Department leaders and Supreme Court Justices. Who approves these nominations?
 The Senate
 
5. What is the Electoral College? A group of people (electors) chosen from each state (and Washington D.C.) who formally elect the President & Vice President.
 
 
6. Electing a President:
The four main steps to electing a president are out of order. Number the following from 1 – 4 in the correct order. 

 
__4___  Electoral College Votes. 
__1____ The Primary Election    
__3____ The General Election
__2____ The National Convention
 
7. What is the President’s power to refuse to sign a bill into law called?
 Veto
 
 
The Judicial Branch
 
1. What is the only court in the United States that is created by the U.S. Constitution? 

The U.S. Supreme Court
 
2. What is a court? An institution established by the government to settle disputes through a legal process.
 
3. What are the inferior courts? The lower federal courts that operate beneath the U.S. Supreme Court.
 
4. What are two main things a court decision tells us? 1. What our rights are. 2. How similar cases might be decided court.
 
5. Describe the process (4 steps) that a case must go through to get to the U.S. Supreme Court.
1. Case is filed in a federal district court.
2. Case is appealed to a federal court of appeals.

3. Case is appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court

4. The U.S. Supreme Court rules on the case.
 
 
 6. What is the difference between criminal and civil court cases?

Criminal cases involve disputes over broken laws – when a crime has allegedly been committed.

Civil cases involve non criminal matters (such as disputes over contracts). 
 
7. The U.S. Supreme court hears cases that deal with which two main criteria?
1. Cases that deal with the U.S. Constitution.
2. Cases that involve federal laws.
 
End of Unit Questions
1. Give three examples for how the work done in any of the branches of government affects your life: - Congress creates laws that we must abide by every day.

- Congress coins money that we use in our daily lives.
- The government protects our constitutional rights, such as the right of freedom of expression, through passing laws and upholding the constitution.

 
2.  Explain how the branches of government protect our rights and freedoms (3 sentences minimum).
  - The Bill of rights protects us from unreasonable search and seizure, ensures our freedom of expression, gives us the right to bear arms, etc…

· The military (under the command of the President) protects our country from foreign invaders.

· The government creates systems to enforce laws and agencies to protect us from discrimination.

 
3. What are two things you can do if you feel that you are being discriminated against?
 - Contact a state or federal agency that can advise you on the problem (Equal Employment Opportunities Commission, Dept. of Housing and Urban Development, etc…).
- Take the person, who you feel is in the wrong, to state or federal court.
