	The Civil Rights Act of 1964
President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The law outlaws discrimination and segregation in public places such as theaters, restaurants, and hotels. It also requires employers to provide equal employment opportunities regardless of race. In addition, the law outlines that projects involving federal funds are subject to being cut off if there is evidence of discrimination based on color, race, or national origin.
	1969 - The Stonewall Riots
Patrons of a gay bar in New York's Greenwich Village, the Stonewall Inn, fight back during a police raid on June 27, sparking three days of riots. The Stonewall riots transform the gay rights movement from the actions of a small number of activists into widespread protests for equal rights and an end to discrimination.

	1945 - Mendez v. Westminster
Mexican-American parents sue several California school districts, challenging the segregation of Latino students in separate schools. The California Supreme Court rules in the parents' favor in Mendez v. Westminster, arguing segregation violates children's constitutional rights. The case is an important precedent for Brown v. Board of Education in 1954.
	1920 - The 19th Amendment
Beginning in the mid-19th century, several generations of women lecture, write, march, lobby, and practice civil disobedience in order to gain voting rights. Eventually, 20 states give women the vote. In 1919, Congress passes the 19th Amendment banning voting discrimination on the basis of gender. It is known as the "Anthony Amendment," named after Susan B. Anthony. It is ratified in 1920.

	1990 - The Americans With Disabilities Act
Congress passes and President George Bush signs the Americans with Disabilities Act, banning job discrimination against people with disabilities and requiring buildings, businesses and public transportation to be made handicapped-accessible.
	2003 - Lawrence v. Texas
The U.S. Supreme Court rules in Lawrence v. Texas that sodomy laws in the U.S. are unconstitutional. Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote, “Liberty presumes an autonomy of self that includes freedom of thought, belief, expression, and certain intimate conduct.”



	1954 - Hernandez v. Texas
The first Mexican American civil rights case heard and decided by the Supreme Court during the post-World War II period, the Hernandez decision also is the first Supreme Court ruling against discrimination targeting a group other than African Americans. In it, the Supreme Court strikes down discrimination based on class and ethnic distinctions, specifically between "white" and "Hispanic." The court found that laws that produce unreasonable and different treatment on such a basis violate the constitution's guarantee of equal protection.
	The Voting Rights Act of 1965
The Voting Rights Act is signed into law on August 6. It prohibits restrictive voting laws used to prevent black citizens from voting and opens the way for federal oversight of voter registration and elections. The law results in a dramatic rise in the number of black registered voters in the South and, eventually, the number of black elected officials.

	2009 – Sixth State to Allow Gay Marriage
New Hampshire governor John Lynch signs legislation allowing same-sex marriage. The law stipulates that religious organizations and their employees will not be required to participate in the ceremonies. New Hampshire is the sixth state in the nation to allow same-sex marriage.
	1962 - Cesar Chavez

Under Cesar Chavez's leadership, 22 chapters of the Community Service Organization in California become the most militant and effective Latino civil rights groups of the day, addressing voter registration, police brutality, and citizenship issues. In 1962, Chavez resigns to work full-time organizing farm workers and convenes the National Farm Workers Association.

	1968 - Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund 
The Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund opens its doors, becoming the first legal fund to pursue protection of the civil rights of Mexican Americans.
	1954 - Brown v. Board of Education
In December l952, the Supreme Court has a list of cases from five different states, all of them challenging racial segregation in public schools. The court consolidates the five cases under one name, Oliver Brown et al. v. the Board of Education of Topeka. In 1954, the court rules that segregated schools are "inherently unequal" and orders the desegregation of public schools.


