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Assignment #2 – Disabilities and Associated Intervention Strategies 


	Federal Disability Category
	· How it Appears in the Classroom
	· Strategies
	· Modifications

	Autism
	· significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication

· poor social interaction skills
· engagement in repetitive activities movements

· resistance to environmental change or change in daily routines

· unusual responses to sensory experiences
	· Assistive technologies for communication.

· Provide a predictable environment.
· Allow time for student to process and adjust to change.

· Allow time and space for student to de-stress if necessary. 

	· Flash cards with images that student can point at to aid in communication.
· Provide a posted schedule with timeline and simple descriptions.
· Alert student in writing and verbally well before changes to schedule or environment will happen.

· Designate an area for the child to take a timeout.

· Designate anti-stress manipulative such as squishy balls to squeeze or provide a weighted vest they can wear. 

	Emotionally Disturbed
	· Outbursts – verbal, emotional and physical.
· Physical violence.

· Defiance and resistance to authority.

· Abnormal or inappropriate social interactions.
	· Easily understood expectations and consequences.
· Response to problems that fits individual needs.

· Contingency plan for dangerous behavior.
	· Create a set of simple written rules and their corresponding consequences.

· Post the rules on the student’s desks. 
· Use pictures to represent the concepts of the rules to help make them even clearer.

· Make a Behavior Support Plan for the student that addresses their behaviors, the specific function of that behavior, how to replace that behavior, and what will happen if the expectation is broken.
· Have safety drills in the classroom so all students know what to do if danger presents itself.



	Mental Retardation
	· Significantly delayed ability to understand concepts.
· Delayed in oral communication functions.
· Low level of social skills.

· Deficits in memory.

· Difficulty accomplishing adaptive tasks such as self-care.

· Difficulty problem solving.
	· Use of visual aides to enhance verbal explanation.
· Providing kinesthetic learning opportunities.

· Provide immediate feedback.

· Provide individualized support.

· Provide a predictable environment.


	· Use graphs, charts and pictures to represent concepts.
· Use blocks for counting exercises and representing patterns. Provide hands on learning opportunities whenever possible.
· Use one-on-one Aides.
· Follow a set schedule and stay within the same routine.

	Specific Learning Disabilities
	Difficulty in understanding, learning or applying: 

· Language: spoken or written

· Listening

· Critical thinking

· Spelling

· Math processes 

· It can include perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental aphasia
	· Use graphic organizers.
· Use of realia.

· Use of assistive technology.

· Explicit instruction.
	· Step-by-step, basic, clear instructions that students can refer to (for math calculations or writing process).
· Use of graph paper to help organize math problems.

· Use of color coding to distinguish topics.

· Direct, individual, instruction on area of deficit (such as morphemes, site words, etc…).

	Other Health Impairment 
	· Disruptive fidgeting or hyperactivity.

· Inability to follow directions or stay on task.

· Incomplete assignments
· Easily distracted by environmental stimuli.

· Trouble working cooperatively in groups

· Disruptions due to acute health problems (diabetes, epilepsy, etc..)
	· Provide outlet for relieving excess energy or anxiety.
· Provide incentive for on-task behavior.

· Provide directions in various ways lay out expectations clearly.

· Maintain a calm and predictable environment.

· Pair students with the appropriate peers.

· Provide accommodations for health needs.
	· Provide manipulatives (such as stress balls).
· Implement a reward and consequence system.

· Give oral as well as written instructions that include time allotted per task.

· Provide task check lists.

· Group or pair with higher-functioning peers who have demonstrated the ability to work well with the student.

· Allow for privacy and breaks for student to take care of their health needs.

· Ensure a safe environment (open aisle ways, clear exits, etc.)

· Exercise flexibility in the time provided and environment provided to accommodate for the student. 

	Orthopedic Impairments
	· Physical disabilities that lower motor skills functioning.

· May impede writing or speaking.

· May impede ability to manipulate objects (pencils).

· Limited ability to participate in particular physical activities.
	· Use of assistive technology.
· Appropriate classroom arrangement.

· Individualized, special services.


	· Communication boards.
· Speech to text and text to speech technology.

· Wheelchairs, crutches, exercise bands.

· Preferential seating (position student toward front of class)

· Open aisle ways and exit access.

· One-on-one aid

· Peer assistance in note taking.

· Speech therapy and orthopedic therapy.


