Building an Essay

Easy as 1, 2, 3!!
1: Introduction  2: Body Paragraphs  3: Conclusion
INTRODUCTION

The introduction explains the main topic of your essay. 
Usually, you should have three main points.

THE OPENER: The opener should be the first sentence of your essay. It should grab the reader’s attention. You can use a quote from your sources that introduces or sums up your main idea OR you can write your own sentence. What are some ideas for a good essay opener?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

THE TOPIC SENTENCE: The topic sentence is one sentence that introduces the main point of your essay (usually three) for the paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY PARAGRAPHS
THE FIRST MAIN POINT: The next sentence presents the first point found in the topic sentence: The wording is similar to the topic sentence so that the reader recognizes the outline of the paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUPPORT FOR THE FIRST POINT: 
Include some supporting details about your first main point (Quotations, examples, logic, explanations, or ideas)

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

THE SECOND MAIN POINT: The next sentence presents the second point found in the topic sentence: The wording is similar to the topic sentence so that the reader recognizes the outline of the paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUPPORT FOR THE SECOND POINT: 
(Quotations, examples, logic, explanations, or ideas)

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

THE THIRD MAIN POINT: The next sentence refers to the third point mentioned in the topic sentence. The wording is similar to the topic sentence so that the reader recognizes the outline of the paragraph.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUPPORT FOR THE THIRD POINT: 
(Quotations, examples, logic, explanations, or ideas)

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION

The conclusion should wrap up all of your ideas.

What is the most important thing you want the reader to know?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some quotes or important pieces of information from your sources that support this main point?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUDING SENTENCE: The concluding sentence summarizes the points introduced in the topic sentence and discussed/proven in the paragraphs. The concluding sentence uses words that are similar to the topic sentence. The concluding sentence does not introduce new information.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
