	An Idea for a Bill is Recommended
	Anyone can submit an idea for a bill – you, me, the president, members of Congress, other politicians, anyone!                          

	Bill is Introduced in a House
	· Someone in congress must introduce the bill. 
· The bill is reviewed first by the house of congress that introduced it. 
· In this case, the House of Representatives.

	Sent to Appropriate Committees and/or Subcommittees
	The bill is reviewed by the appropriate committee or subcommittee before the entire House votes on it.
Committees can:

· Recommend the bill to the entire house.

· Reject the bill (the bill dies here).
· Change it or substitute it with a new bill.

· Pigeonhole it - meaning to ignore it (the bill dies here).

	Voted on by Entire House
	· Bill passes with a majority vote.
· A bill dies here if it fails to get a majority vote.

· Next, the bill goes to the Senate.

	Goes to Senate
	The bill goes through the same process as in the House of Representatives. It goes to committees or subcommittees first, then to entire senate for vote.
The Senate can:

· Pass the bill with a majority vote.
· Kill the bill if it fails to get a majority vote.
· Filibuster or talk it to death. The senate can end a filibuster if 60 members vote to end it. 

	President
	The President decides to:

· Sign the bill into law.
· Veto the bill – or reject it.

· Wait 10 days. If it is not signed after 10 days and congress is still in session, the bill becomes a law.
· Pocket Veto: Wait 10 days to sign it when congress is not in session. In this case, the bill dies here.

	A vetoed bill goes back to Congress
	Congress then:

Decides to vote or to let the bill die. 
Usually they don’t go against the President’s wishes.

If they vote to pass the bill, they must have a 2/3rds majority vote to overrule the veto.


